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President’s Report
Good day to everyone. It looks like spring has finally
arrived after numerous attempts.

Things are expected to be quite active on the rifle
ranges this year. We have a Mapleseed marksmanship
event on July 9. To participate, one requires a .22lr
rifle, 400 rounds of ammunition and a learning
attitude. Mapleseed events are very popular – the
20 spots for our program sold out to our members
within the first 45 minutes! We will definitely look
at organizing another one for next year. There are
two other .22lr programs for this year. First, we are
continuing the rimfire silhouette shooting events we
started last year. Here, one shoots at various sized
silhouettes at distances from 40 to 100 meters. This

For the snow goose hunters, things have been quite
difficult in that the birds seem very wary and not
willing to be decoyed. Guess one will have to wait
until the fall when the juvenile birds start coming
down and hopefully come into the decoys. For those
that do spring bear hunting it has been an ideal
spring and lots of bears have been seen. Some even
close to our gun range so campers please beware
and do not leave any food out or you may have an
unwanted guest.
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is challenging and definitely works at improving
your shooting ability. Silhouette shoots will be held
each Monday evening through July and August.
The second program – new this year – is the Outlaw
Rimfire Precision Series (ORPS), organized by our
Secretary. Here there are a number of various sized
targets placed at distances from 25 to 100 m and you
shoot from a number of different positions. For the
trial ORPS shoot I got to be first to shoot from each
of the rungs of a ladder at targets set at 50 & 100 m.
It was a great experience and had the others worried
when I hit 6 targets out of the 8 I got to shoot at. I
forgot to mention that it is a timed event so I did
not get to shoot my last 2 shots. We had the first
formal Outlaw Precision shoot on May 11 and there
will be another on June 22. Check the Current Events
page on the website for registration information:
https://www.spfga.ca/events/current-events/.
We plan to have these shoots each month through
into December. I would like to say thanks to the
organizers of these programs and their helpers.

We had our black powder shoot on the weekend of
May 25th and 26th with a number of participants.
There will be another black powder shoot in
September 7th and 8th for those that are interested.
It is worthwhile going to see as many are dressed in
garb of that era.
The club work party was held on June 1st with a
good turnout. Tasks were identified and completed
quickly, making the facility ready for another year of
use. One of the tasks identified is the sloughing on
the side of 100 m berms on both the Big Bore and
Overflow ranges. Both are going to take some time
to repair and hopefully will not interfere too much
with range use.
Last year, two properties were purchased. One is
adjacent to our main property and the other is a
couple of miles away. We will be looking at marking
some hiking trails through the one closest to the
range and get some nesting sites installed in both
for next year. The proposed trails will be marked this
summer and when the powerline is changed out this
winter, we hope to get the trails mulched out and
have new hiking trails for next year.

The trap shooting has started again for this year and
if you are interested, it is run on Wednesday evenings
from 6 to 8 pm and Sundays from noon to 3 pm. All
you need is a gun, shells and each round of 25 costs
$5. You will have the best results when using a 12
gauge however; some use 20 gauge. If you really
want a challenge, try it with a .410.

For the fishermen, the trout pond was restocked
and I have seen the trout jumping. I wish you luck in
catching them and please remember it is catch and
release with barbless hook use only.

Our archery range and 3D course is up and running
with the first youth shoot held May 18 and other
shoots planned for July and August. Contact the
Archery Chair at archery@spfga.ca or look on
our events calendar on our website for further
information. After viewing the 3D course, there are
targets to challenge all classes of archer. Remember,
if you are not comfortable with the shot one can
move up to where they are and make the shot.

It is nice to see our camping area being used by so
many members. There are 17 sites of a variety of sizes
available on a first-come-first-served basis, with some
of the sites being able to accommodate a couple of
units. Please remember to use the fire pits provided
and be mindful of whether a fire ban is in place
before lighting yours.
We have a General Meeting scheduled for September
5 which will to cover the game in the province and the
hunting regulations changes. Hope to see you there.
Hope you all have a great summer and be safe.
Al Keeler
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2019 Calendar of Events
Executive Meetings

General Meeting

2nd Tuesday, 7:00 pm

7:30 pm,

Special Events

Chamber of Commerce Building Old Log Cabin, 50 Spruce Avenue

July 8, 15, 22, 29
Rimfire Silhouette
July 9
Mapleseed Event
July 20
5-Card Archery Poker Shoot
& Potluck
July

July 16

Jul-27
Outlaw Rimfire Precision
Sundays & Wednesdays:
Weekly Trap Series
Narrow Lake Youth Camps,
AFGA
AFGA Becoming an Outdoor
Woman Camps
August 12, 19, 26
Rimfire Silhouette
August 17
3D Archery Shoot

August

August 24
Outlaw Rimfire Precision

August 13

August 24
Summer Family Fun Event
Sundays & Wednesdays:
Weekly Trap Series

September

September 10

October

October 8

November

November 12

December

September 5

December 5
Association Election
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September 7 and 8
Black Powder Shoot
September 28
Outlaw Rimfire Precision

December 14
Outlaw Rimfire Precision

Consultations with Minister Bill Blair
Roland Coppens, Communications Chair

• The requirement for licence verification for
transfers of non-restricted firearms

Bill C-71 received Royal Assent and appeared in the
Canada Gazette on June 21, 2019. As a result, this bill
is now law. Sponsored by Ralph Goodale, the Federal
Minister of Public Health & Safety, Bill C-71 was
proposed in order to amend the Firearms Act and its
regulations in relation to firearms with respect to gun
control-related matters.

• The requirement for businesses to keep records as
they relate to non-restricted firearms
• Expanded the consideration period for background
checks for those seeking to acquire a firearms
licence to span the history of a person’s life
• Removal of the authority for the Governor in Council
to ‘deem’ firearms to be of a less restrictive class (e.g.
non-restricted or restricted) despite meeting the
criteria for a more restrictive class (e.g. prohibited)
and grandfather owners of CZ/SA firearms

With Royal Assent, the following provisions came into
force immediately:
• Authority to make regulations to grandfather
individuals to retain possession of newly
prohibited firearms

• The requirement for a separate authorization
when transporting restricted and prohibited
firearms to any place except to an approved
shooting range, and from the place of acquisition
to the place of registration.

• Authority to make it punishable to contravene the
Firearms Marking Regulations
• Authority to make regulations regarding the
transmission of records

The requirement for firearms businesses to keep
records related to non-restricted firearms would
come into force by OIC at a later date and not on
Royal Assent.

• A Criminal Code amendment to clarify that
firearms and other weapons that have been seized
and are in the custody of law enforcement at the
time that a firearms prohibition order is issued
shall be forfeited to the Crown, unless specified
otherwise in the order

The RCMP has updated their website with information
firearms owners need to know about the impacts of
Bill C-71: http://www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/cfp-pcaf/
pol-leg/bill-c71-projet-de-loi/index-eng.htm

• Part 2 of the Bill which amends the Ending the
Long-gun Registry Act to, among other things,
direct the Commissioner of Firearms to provide,
on request, the Minister of the Government of
Quebec responsible for public security with a
copy of the remaining registration records of nonrestricted firearms related to residents of Quebec

Because of the far-reaching effects Bill C-71 has on
firearms ownership in Canada, members will need to
ensure they keep themselves informed of changes to
firearms legislation.
As Canadian firearms policies are political matters,
we encourage you to contact the federal ministers
responsible for these areas to share your thoughts with
them. It is important to note: Canadians are able to
send mail postage-free to any Member of Parliament.

• Authority for Chief Firearms Officers (CFOs) to
issue, at their discretion, an Authorization to
Transport (ATT) to take a prohibited firearm to an
approved range. (Currently, the Act prohibits CFOs
from issuing an ATT to a shooting club or range
for prohibited firearms, with the exception of a
prohibited handgun grandfathered under section
12[6.1] of the Firearms Act.)

Ralph Goodale
Minister of Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness
Address:

The remaining provisions within the bill are expected
to come into force at a later date by Order in Council
(OIC) and once administrative changes have been
made. These include:
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Hon. Ralph Goodale
House of Commons
Ottawa, Ontario
Canada K1A 0A6

Telephone: 613-947-1153
Fax:

613-996-9790

Email:

ralph.goodale@parl.gc.ca

And lastly, it’s a great idea to ensure you’ve also
joined one (or more) of the firearms rights advocacy
organizations. The AFGA does advocate on our
behalf. As well, joining one or more of the following
organizations ensures that voices in parallel to
the AFGA’s are heard by Canada’s members of
parliament, senators and other legislators. Below are
three of Canada’s larger firearms rights organizations
(presented in alphabetical order):

Website:	
https://www.ourcommons.ca/
Parliamentarians/en/members/
Ralph-Goodale(1265)
Bill Blair
Minister of Border Security and Organized Crime Reduction
Address:

Canadian Coalition for Firearm Rights (CCFR)

Hon. Bill Blair
House of Commons
Ottawa, Ontario
Canada K1A 0A6

Address:

P.O. Box 91572, Mer Bleu PO
Ottawa, ON K1W 0A6

Phone:

1-844-243-CCFR (2237)

Telephone: 613-995-0284

Email:

info@firearmrights.ca

Fax:

613-996-6309

Website:

https://firearmrights.ca

Email:

bill.blair@parl.gc.ca

Website:

 ttps://www.ourcommons.ca/
h
Parliamentarians/en/members/
Bill-Blair(88961)

Canadian Shooting Sports Association (CSSA)

Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister
Address:

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau
House of Commons
Ottawa, Ontario
Canada K1A 0A6
613-941-6900

Email:

justin.trudeau@parl.gc.ca

1143 Wentworth Street West, Unit 204
Oshawa, ON L1J 8P7

Phone:

1-888-873-4339

Email:

info@cdnshootingsports.org

Website:

https://cssa-cila.org

National Firearms Association (NFA)

Telephone: 613-992-4211
Fax:

Address:

Website: 	https://www.ourcommons.ca/
Parliamentarians/en/members/
Justin-Trudeau(58733)

Address:

P.O. Box 49090
Edmonton, Alberta
Canada T6E 6H4

Phone:

1-877-818-0393

Email:

info@nfa.ca

Website:

https://nfa.ca

Adapted with permission from information
compiled by Jeff Young.

It’s also good practice to touch base with the Member
of Parliament of your constituency and make sure
they understand your thoughts and opinions as
well. In fact, it’s a good idea to send a copy of any
communications you send to the ministers above
to your own MP. Being in contact with your MP is
particularly important this year, 2019 being an election
year. Use the following link to locate your MP’s contact
information if you don’t already know it:

Source material may be found at:
http://bit.ly/2WYGp9Z

https://www.ourcommons.ca/Parliamentarians/
en/constituencies/FindMP
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Archery Report
Pat Emerson, Archery Chair
As you’ve probably seen, over the past several weeks
we’ve been making improvements to the archery
range. The existing frames on the yards side (right side)
have been removed and new frames with new butts
constructed in their place. In addition, we have pushed
the maximum distance of the range out to 60 yards.
We’re also trying out new self-healing foam butts at
the 20 and 60 yard frames. These employ modular,
replaceable target faces which can be rotated to a
fresh face when worn out. If the trial of these new
target systems is favourable, the plan is to replace all
of the butts with this system.

To support the discovery of archery, the club has
purchased four recurve bows – two suitable for
youth use and two for adults – and a supply of
arrows. These will be available at events so that
youth members who are interested but don’t have
equipment can try archery out with supervision.
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We also have the following events planned for July and August:
5 Card Archery Poker Shoot & Potluck

3D Archery Shoot

Date: S aturday, July 20, 2019 4 p.m. – 10 p.m.,
supper at 6 p.m.

Date: S aturday, August 17 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.
with hot dog BBQ to follow

Where: Archery Range and Clubhouse

Where: Archery Range

Cost: $20.00/person to shoot, plus $10.00/person
for potluck

Cost: $20.00/person to shoot

Please note: This event will be cancelled if there
isn’t sufficient participation, so please get your
registration in early. Register by Monday, July 15 by
emailing archery@spfga.ca with the number of
archers at the shoot and attendees at the potluck.
Family members are welcome to join for the potluck.
For more information, please see the Current Events page on our website:
https://www.spfga.ca/events/current-events/
For pictures from archery events held earlier this year, please visit the Gallery on our website:
https://www.spfga.ca/gallery/
If you have questions, please contact me by email: archery@spfga.ca
May your arrows find their target,
Pat Emerson

Save the Date – Summer Family Fun Event

24

On August 24 we will be holding a fun event for you, our members.
This will be a BBQ at the clubhouse with games & activities on the
back lawn. There will be a ‘Learn to Fish’ event at the Fish Pond, a
walking tour of some of the property’s amenities, a swap meet, and
more. Save the date and come on out, meet some of your fellow
members & have fun!
More details on the event will be made available in the
coming weeks…
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Big Bore Range Improvements

Over time, the 100 m berm on the Big Bore range
has gradually been slumping into the 200 m lane.
To remedy this, a retaining structure is being
constructed to contain this side of the 100 m berm.
Rain since mid-June has hampered the construction
schedule, but with flexibility the necessary work has
been able to continue.
Signage at the front gate has been updated as
this has unfolded. Information has also gone out
to members email, via our social media, and has
appeared on the website. Please keep an eye on
these places for information updates.
While this work is being completed, the Big Bore
Range may be closed from time-to-time for up to
an hour on short notice to accommodate various
phases of the work as permitted by the weather. The
Big Bore Range will remain generally open outside
periods of construction. IF WORKERS ARE ON SITE
WORKING DOWN RANGE, the Big Bore range will be
CLOSED TO USE. Members are invited to either watch
the work happening during the shutdown or move
over to the Overflow Range.
Thank you to our members for being patient and
understanding as this improvement project has
been completed.
Please direct any questions to Chris Russell, our
Range Operations & Maintenance Chair:
operations@spfga.ca

9

Ketchamoot Creek Property Access

Matthew Meier & Roland Coppens
Going through access data from the gate logs for the
Ketchamoot Creek recreational property (where the
range, campground, and clubhouse are located), we
have noticed some interesting trends.
As the chart and graph show, slightly less than half
our members accessed property one or more times
in 2018. The numbers dip quite a bit from there, with
332 accessing an average of at least every second
month, 119 accessing an average of at least monthly,
and 31 accessing at least twice monthly. Of the 1350
members who did access the property in 2018, 70%
did so four or fewer times over the course of the year.
Note that these are accesses to the property as a whole – our current system isn’t able to tell which
amenities the member accessed while present. There are a number of limitations and some factors may
skew the numbers slightly, but on the whole, this is a reasonably good look at our facility use.
And what we see here is a large facility that sees fairly light use. But more than that, we wonder about
those 1576 members who didn’t ever access the property in 2018. What worry a bit what the reasons for
this might be, and wonder whether there are things the Board could do to encourage members to come
out and enjoy the amenities. Does this have to do with awareness maybe – members don’t know what’s
there and so aren’t using it? Or is it perhaps a comfort thing – members would like to get into angling
or trap or camping or pistol shooting or whatever, but don’t have the comfort necessary to get started?
We’re very interested and invite you to please share your thoughts with us – we’d really like to hear from
you. Please email us 1stvicepresident@spfga.ca (Matthew) or communications@spfga.ca (Roland).
We are planning a Member Engagement Survey for this summer to connect with you and ask some of
these kinds of questions—watch for it in your email inbox!
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Outlaw Rimfire Precision Series (ORPS)
New this year, SPFGA is hosting Outlaw Rimfire
Precision Series (ORPS) matches at the Overflow
range through the spring, summer and fall.
OPRS is a national marksman competition involving
shooting .22lr rifles at targets at distances ranging
from 25 to 100 yards from a variety of shooting
positions. Targets vary in size from a slender 0.25"
sliver to a 4" gong. ORPS is an inexpensive and
fun way to hone your marksmanship skills in a
collaborative setting that’s much more exciting than
shooting from the bench.
Matches are currently planned for:
July 27
August 24
September 28
December 14 (weather dependent)

For more information, including registration,
please see the Current Events page on our website:
https://www.spfga.ca/events/current-events/
For pictures from ORPS events held earlier this year,
please visit the Gallery on our website:
https://www.spfga.ca/gallery/
Please feel free to email secretary@spfga.ca with
any questions regarding OPRS.
Hope to see you there!
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Weekly Trap Series

Keith Lacey, Shotgun Chair
Our weekly trap series is underway again on the
Shotgun range. Starting in May and running until
the end of August, our trap shoots are run using the
electronic thrower on Wednesday evenings from
6:00 to 8:00 p.m. and Sunday afternoons beginning
at 12 noon.
Cost to participate is $5 per round (25 clays) for
adults and $3 for youth under 18 (cash only please).
You supply your own shells – one box of 25 shells per
round. Shot size is #7.5 or 8. Your shotgun will be fine
to shoot with – nothing special is required. Twelve
gauge is standard for trap, but smaller gauges are
fine though they do increase the challenge.

For further details, please contact me by email at:
shotgun@spfga.ca.

Each round, five members shoot at a time, with
a round typically taking 10-20 minutes. For
information on how trap games are played, visit
the Amateur Trapshooting Association website:
https://shootata.com/GeneralInformation/
TrapshootingOverview.aspx.

Would this interest you?
Something we may explore this year is offering a ‘Trap
for Beginners’ event to run through the basics and
bring new participants into the sport. Details haven’t
been finalized yet, but loaner shotguns could be
available if there is interest.

Events are drop-in, with no registration or RSVP
necessary. Simply sign the waiver when you arrive &
you’re ready to go. Events are run solely for fun and
the only person you’re trying to beat is you. There’s
always someone to explain the rules and the course
of fire to newcomers, and to give tips and even a
little informal coaching from time to time.

If this is something that would interest you, please
drop me a line and let me know: shotgun@spfga.ca.
Straight shooting,
Keith Lacey
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Rimfire Silhouette Shooting
By popular demand, we will be continuing the rimfire silhouette shooting events we started last year!
Come on out and try your hand at shooting at metal silhouette targets from the standing unsupported
position with your .22 rimfire rifle:

10 chickens
at 40 m
10 pigs
at 60 m
10 turkeys
at 77 m
10 rams
at 100 m
Rimfire silhouette is a great way to practice the
fundamentals of marksmanship with an
inexpensive platform.

Please RSVP to rifle@spfga.ca if you’re planning to
attend. Setup will start at 5:00 pm and shooting and
targets will continue until 8:00 pm.

Events will be run Monday evenings
through July and August:

Looking forward to seeing you there!

July 8

August 12

July 15

August 19

July 22

August 26

July 29
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Fish Pond Update
The SPFGA fish pond is located just to the northeast of the clubhouse, directly across the road (see image).
Its purpose is for the introduction of members to angling. The pond is restocked each spring, is aerated to
maintain dissolved oxygen levels, and a blue fish-safe dye is introduced to limit harvesting of the fish by birds.
The water is deep and the edges can be slippery, so children in the pond area must be under the direct
supervision of a responsible adult.
New Rules
As updated in March 2019, members of all ages are
permitted to use this amenity (previously, fishing in this
pond was for youth members only). The pond is open
from breakup (typically in April) to October 1. Outside
these times, it is closed to use for safety reasons.
For the health of the fish, angling is restricted to the use
of single barbless hooks. Fishing is catch-and-release only,
even in the fall (we had different rules on this in the past).
New Diffusers
We have replaced the aerator’s old diffuser with a
new unit. As mentioned in the article Waterbody
Oxygenation & Fishery Health in the Winter 2019
newsletter (https://www.spfga.ca/wp-content/
uploads/SPFGA-Newsletter-Winter2019.pdf),
point-release aerators like we use in our pond have a
bubble diffuser sitting on the bottom, connected to the
compressor with an air hose. The role of aeration is to
circulate and destratify the pond’s water, increasing the
amount of dissolved oxygen.
So, it’s good for fish. It’s tough on fish hooks though
– they can become snagged on the diffuser. Take care
when reeling your lure in so that it doesn’t become
snagged on the diffuser. If it does, you will most likely
lose your lure.

Bylaws Update
An organization’s bylaws are the ruling documents
for its board of directors – its “operations manual” in
essence, telling its board members how the business
of the organization should be conducted. No matter
how good a job was done in creating them, sooner or
later the organization finds something that needs to
be updated. They are a living document, undergoing
regular review and change.

The Bylaws Review Committee has been reviewing
the current bylaws with the intent of having an
updated version ready for membership review at the
September General Meeting on September 5.
Questions about the bylaw update project can be
addressed to Matthew Meier, Chair of the Bylaw
Updates Committee at 1stvicepresident@spfga.ca.
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Tell Us How We Can Improve: Club Email
Roland Coppens, Communications Chair
An important focus of the Board is communicating with you—
making sure you have the information you need.
Email is an important tool for this, in addition to the website (www.spfga.ca)
and Facebook, Twitter & Instagram. With each email we send out though, fully half
go unopened. And, about 5% of members unsubscribe from club email. This is obviously a problem,
and one that gets worse with each email we send out.
So, I’d like to invite feedback why this might be and how we can improve: please drop me a line at
communications@spfga.ca and let me know how our email communications could be tweaked up
so that more members open and read them, and fewer members unsubscribe.
I look forward to the conversations with you!

Wildlife Issues—Who to Call?
• For issues with migratory birds
(e.g. – ducks, geese), contact
Canadian Wildlife Services at 1-800-668-6767

Fairly regularly, we receive questions in the office
regarding who to contact regarding issues with
wildlife. Below is a contact list based on animal type:

• For issues with large wildlife
(e.g. – bears, cougars, moose, etc.) contact
Report a Poacher at 1-800-642-3800
• For issues with smaller animals such as squirrels
or skunks – these are dealt with on your own, or
a third party animal removal company can be help
with the issue.

Range Hours
Shooting hours begin at 9:00 a.m. daily and end according to the following:
2nd Sunday in March – April 14

6:30 p.m.

April 15 – September 21

8:00 p.m.

September 22 – 1st Saturday in November

6:30 p.m.

1st Sunday in November –
2nd Saturday in March

4:30 p.m.

All firing must cease at the posted hours. These times are posted at the gate, on the website and in
the newsletter.
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Did You Know?
As an SPFGA member, you’re not just invited to General Meetings—
board meetings are open to members to come and observe. Board
meetings are on the second Tuesday of each month at 7 pm at the
Chamber of Commerce offices in Sherwood Park, 100 Ordze Rd. (The
door to get in is the side entrance along the south side of the building.)
We’d love to see you there, so please come on out if you’re able!

You’ve Got a Voice!
Were you aware you’re not only able to attend Board meetings, but speak
at them too?
If you’d like to speak on a topic at a board meeting, all you need to do is
send an email to the President at president@spfga.ca and the Secretary
at secretary@spfga.ca to provide advance notice.

We’d Love to Hear From You!
Share your wildlife, conservation, hunting, fishing, scenic, and
shooting sports photos, stories, and videos with us. We’d love to
feature them here in our newsletter, on the website and on our
social media. Wild game recipes are especially welcome!
Send your shareable items to communications@spfga.ca

Before You Leave Home
We have many amenities at our facility that our members
use. It’s fairly common for us to have received bookings
for them, so to avoid frustration or surprises, make sure
you’ve checked the calendar on the website before
leaving to come out: https://www.spfga.ca/events.
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Beaver Hills Dark Sky Preserve
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Did you know the Sherwood Park Fish & Game Association
is part of the Beaver Hills Dark Sky Preserve?
Just to the east of Edmonton, this 300 square-kilometre
dark sky preserve encompasses broad swaths of the
Beaver Hills Moraine, including Elk Island National Park,
the Cooking Lake-Blackfoot Provincial Recreation Area,
Miquelon Lake Provincial Park, and our Ketchamoot
Creek property. By reducing sources of artificial light, the
preserve increases the visibility of features in the night sky.
Whether stargazing around your fire in our campground
or attending the preserve’s annual Star Party in September,
you’ll find that the night sky shines brighter in Beaver Hills.
Taken with adaptation from: (and are also great links
to read)
http://www.beaverhills.ca/enjoy/tour-beaver-hills/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dark-sky_preserve
https://www.rasc.ca/beaver-hills-dark-sky-preserve

18

Join Us On Social Media!
SPFGA is active on Facebook, Twitter &
Instagram and would we’d love to see
you come and join in with us. Go to the
spfga.ca homepage & click on the social
media buttons or click the links below to
connect to us.
Please like & follow us to receive news,
updates & information about upcoming
events. Invite family, friends and other
association members to do the same!

Feel Proud:
You Make This Possible!
As SPFGA members, each of us also
has membership in the AFGA. Take
a moment to look at some of the
conservation projects we all make
possible through our involvement:
https://www.facebook.
com/letsgooutdoorsca/
videos/723164378084733/

If you have social media-related questions,
or questions about the website, please
contact the Communications Chair by
email or by direct message
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